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A drawing of the new city fire and police station to be built in Rickergate. 
(Car/isle Journal, 11 December 1936) 

headquarters in Rickergate, which was erected by Messrs. 
John Laing & Son Ltd., to plans designed by My. Percy 
Dalton (City Surveyor & Engineer, 1921-1949). 

The station was built of stone from Greenlaw Quarry, 
Northumberland, and artificial stone to match. Attractive cot­
tages for the permanent members of the brigade were provided 
in Warwick Street, which along with Peter Street was consider­
ably widened. It may be of interest to note here that Greenlaw 
Quarry was also the source of stone used for Percy Dalton's 
scheme for the widening of the Eden Bridges in 1932. 

Carlisle 's new fire station when nearly completed. The photograph is taken 
from Peter Street. (Carlisle Journal, 17 February 1940) 



.:m'l- 0 
.t:': Jl-­, -­



- . _-_.~-

After forty years of tenancy
 
of a building in Spring Gardens
 
Lane, which had cost £52] , the
 
Carlisle Fire Brigade moved to
 
their new station in Rickergate,
 
which was erected at a cost of
 
£26,968. The completed
 
scheme, which would eventu­

ally include the Police Station,
 

I, 
1.,	 was estimated to cost around 
, 

£63,000. 

The opening ceremony of ~
 

the new Fire headquarters took
 
place on Thursday, 15 August
 
1940, and was attended by a
 
large and representative gather­

ing of members of the City
 
Council, magistrates, officials
 

' and prominent citizens. Mr. F. -, . . 
- . "'\- , hai f th The} ire Station tower. (Official Architect, 
: • :; . '~ r ~	 11W. Tasse, c	 airman 0 e 1941)i'	 . June 

Watch Committee received the 
• "v v . 

. .... ~ .....,-:.	 mayor and mayoress ; he invited the former to open the new 
premises, describing the new station as: "the accomplishment 
of a long felt desire ofthe utmost importance." He then hand­
ed the key of the station to the mayor who unlocked the con­

WI " I , .' _.'	 trol room. 
1 . . , 

The Carlisle Journal reported that Mr. Dalton visited sev­
eral of the newest fire stations whilst he was designing this

I: 
, 

'] I ~ 

I; ~ ~ '.~	 station, and he confidently claimed that it contained the very · ~J·. "1 

.' . . .' ­
, •I • _ • { ~ I	 latest equipment which was obtainable. The Journal then 

went on to give a full account of the proceedings.
• ~ .;o .. '.. ..~'1 

Percy Dalton described his scheme as follows: «The Fire 
~~"'"~ l Station contains an engine room, which can accommodate six 
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PERCY DA.L"TON 

engines and adjoining this is the watch rOOlTI, which was the 
nerve centre of the whole. Above on the next floor. was a 
large recreation room and adjoining this a reading room. /\ 
movable partition separates the two; when this is rolled back 
the reading room provides space for a stage and the recre­
ational room becomes an auditorium for social occasions. 
There is also a billiards room upstairs, and the superintend­
ents flat.. To save time when the men have to Lake up their 
action stations a sliding pole connects the upper floor with the 
englne room ... 

"When the engines returned from a fire they come through 
a gate way into a parade yard. They are washed undercover. .. 
On the other side of the parade is a garage for police cars and 
a workshop for over hauling the fire engines" also there is a 
97 feet high hose drying tower. There is a well equipped 1110r­

tuary and post mortem room, a bicycle shed, dog kennels and 
a complete decontamination centre." 

It should be pointed out that this scheme was designed long 
before war broke out. It was necessary to make certain vari­
ations in the plan and specification to meet war conditions. 

The Mayor of Carlisle opened the door of Carlisle's new £29.000, all­
electric fire station. The station )Vas part of a large scheme which includes 
a new police station , court house and firemen's cottages. (Carlisle Journal . 

17 August 1940 ) 
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This picture ShOlVS the progress on Carlisle city firemen's houses, part of the 
Rickergate development of a nerv police and fire station. (Carlisle Journal , 10 
October 1939) 

Referring again to the watch rOOIT1, Mr. Dalton said: "It was 
intended to have a number of fire alarm pillars placed in 
every section of the city. From anyone of these it will be pos­
sible to make an immediate call for the police or fire 
brigade... When the call reaches the man on duty in the watch 
rOOlTI in front of him is a bright shining panel with all sorts of 
switches and knobs on it and behind the panel a maze of 
wires, cables and electrical gadgets of various kinds, which 
all go to make what he would like to call a mechanical brain ... 
It had its limitations, however, he could not get a gadget 
arranged for pulling the firemen out of bed and putting on his 
clothes (laughter)." 
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(Official Architect , June 1941) __......~~.,,;-

In conclusion Mr. Dalton said: "he would like to pay trib­
ute to Messrs. Laing's and their sub-contractors for the splen­
did way in which they have carried out the work." 

The mayor inspected the company of section officers; 
patrol officers and leading firemen of the city whom were on 
parade under Sergeant Rae, representative of the services' 
total strength of 259. 

The mayor said: '~We have reason to be profoundly thank­
ful that the project was well under way before the outbreak of 
war. It is terrible to contemplate what might have happened 
had it been deferred, and they had been the victims of born­
bardment.. \Ve are very proud of you in Carlisle... At a time 
when everyone is doing some fonn of voluntary service, I 
cannot conceive of anything that is more important than the 
work you are doing to protect the life and property of the 

.CIty. " 

Mr. S.W. Laing presented the mayor with a grandmother 
clock as a memento of the occasion. Mr. F. \V. Tassell 
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Sessions Court, interior from the Bench (Official Architect) June 1941) 

Main Buildings (Official Architect, June 1941) 
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complimented Mr. Dalton 
upon the planning of the 
Station and said it was one 
more monument to his many 
successes. 

On the opposite side of 
Warwick Street, nine self 
contained houses were buiIt 
for firemen. These were 
designed in keeping with the 

The Mayor unlocking the door of the new main buildings. 
city police headquarters in Rickergate . On The remainder of the 
his left is Mr. F. W. Tassell , chairman of the 

buildings comprised of a
Watch Committee. (Carlisle Journal , j 8 April 

completely modern police1941) 
station containing about 100 

separate rooms devoted to various purposes) including a large 

court house. 

Situated between the police office and the fire station was 
a small separate block of buildings. The ground floor 
accommodated the Weights and Measures department. There 
was a small general office, the inspector's office and rooms 
for testing weights and measures . Outside the weights office 
was a large public weighbridge built in the carriageway, 
which could weigh vehicles up to 30 tons. 

The police station was opened in April 1941 by the mayor. 
The Carlisle Journal reported: "A building worthy of the 
City... Mr. Tassell said the day marked another epoch in the 
history of their ancient City of Carlisle... The site cost 
£18,297 , the buildings £63,000..." 

The building was once more described as being amongst 
the many monuments which stand to Mr. Percy Dalton, who 
went on to describe his scheme. 
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